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Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,

As	we	move	into	the	summer,	I’d	like	to	
invite	you	to	two	very	different	events.	First,	
on	a	personal	note,	the	Trambley	family	
would	like	to	invite	our	parish	family	to	Lily’s	
graduation	party	on	Sunday,	June	7th,	from	
4:00pm	to	7:00pm	in	Allen	Hall.	We	feel	very	

blessed	that	Lily	has	been	able	to	be	part	of	such	a	special	community	
before	going	on	to	the	next	stage	in	her	life.		

On	a	parish	level,	I	want	to	invite	and	strongly	encourage	you	to	attend	
a	presentation	on	Wednesday,	June	17th	at	6:00pm.	I	will	be	offering	
a presentation entitled Where We Are and Where We Can Go. After 
spending	the	past	few	months	studying	various	aspects	of	our	parish	life	
in	considerable	detail,	I	would	like	to	share	both	what	I	see	now	and	what	
some	of	our	options	might	be	for	the	future.	I	believe	we	are	at	a	critical	
point	in	the	life	of	our	parish,	and	I	hope	you	can	come	and	be	part	of	
this	important	conversation	about	church.	The	vestry	will	be	offering	
hamburgers	and	hotdogs	for	an	indoor	picnic	to	begin	the	evening.	If	you	
have	questions	please	let	me	know.

Peace,	Adam SHHHH.... It’s a Surprise!
You are invited to a SURPRISE 60th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration in honor of Glenn and Virginia 
Hull, on Saturday, June 20th in the upstairs dining room from 
1-5pm. Their children are hosting this celebration and are 
hopeful that you can help them celebrate. Since this is a surprise, 
this article will not appear in their newsletter. 

Church Records
Burials:
Frances (Fran) Ganard
May 3, 2015
“Rest eternal grant unto her O Lord”

Baptisms:
Parker Killian O’Rourke
May 24, 2015
“Sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism  
and marked as Christ’s own forever”

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 20-24 from 6-8pm 

Dinner at 5:30
Donations	are	needed	for	VBS	2015.	Please	check	with	Diana	or	outside	

her	office	on	the	table	for	things	needed	or	a	registration	form.

July/August 2015 Newsletter Deadline:
Please have all articles for the July/August newsletter in the parish office by 
Wednesday, June 17.  If at all possible, please e-mail all articles/events to 
the church or please type/print and deliver to the parish office in person.  
E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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Father Adam’s Sabbatical
Since	Bishop	Sean	was	consecrated,	he	has	made	sabbaticals	part	of	the	

call	agreements	between	priests	and	their	congregations.	Research	has	shown	
that	clergy	with	sabbaticals	are	able	to	remain	effective	and	stay	in	their	
congregations	over	the	long-term	in	ways	that	benefit	both	the	congregation	
and	the	clergy.		

Father	Adam’s	first	sabbatical	at	St.	John’s	will	run	from	August	
10-November	2,	2015.	While	available	after	five	years	of	ministry,	he	delayed	
his	sabbatical	a	year	so	the	parish	could	undertake	our	Believe and Prepare 
Capital	Campaign	last	summer.	In	most	instances,	the	twelve-week	sabbatical	
includes	four	weeks	of	vacation	and	two	weeks	of	continuing	education	
time	normally	given	during	the	year	plus	six	additional	weeks	of	sabbatical	
leave	given	by	the	parish.	However,	for	a	variety	of	reasons	(including	parish	
emergencies	during	previously	scheduled	vacation	time),	Father	Adam	will	
have	accrued	13	weeks	of	unused	vacation	and	continuing	education	time	
by	August,	so	the	parish	is	not	providing	any	additional	time	to	that	already	
available	to	him.

During	these	twelve	weeks,	Father	Dennis	Blauser	will	be	regularly	
covering	Sunday	morning	services,	as	well	as	being	available	for	funerals	and	
pastoral	emergencies.	Most	of	the	rest	of	the	life	of	the	parish	will	continue	as	
normally	as	possible.	The	bishop	will	be	visiting	the	parish	on	September	20.	
If	you	have	other	questions	about	how	specific	ministries	or	church	activities	
will	be	handled	during	this	sabbatical,	please	talk	with	Father	Adam.

Father	Adam	has	a	number	of	plans	already	in	place	for	his	sabbatical.		
These	include:

•	 Getting	Lily	moved	into	college.

•	 Writing	his	30-page	congregational	study	paper.

•	 Taking	a	spiritual	retreat.

•	 Attending	the	Gathering of Leaders	Conference	in	September,	which	will	
bring	together	40-50	priests	and	bishops	in	Episcopal	Church	to	focus	on	
church	health,	growth,	evangelism,	and	discipleship.

Sabbatical (continued	on	page	3)

Growing	up	in	St.	Johns	church	has	
been	a	marvelous	opportunity.	The	church	
community	that	we	have	is	very	interactive	
within	the	Shenango	Valley	and	very	
opening	to	newcomers	of	the	church.	Being	
a	part	of	this	church	has	granted	me	many	
opportunities	to	make	new	friends	and	go	to	
different	places.	Without	our	church	I	would	
not	have	been	able	to	go	to	Washington	D.C.	
with	a	group	of	friends	nor	would	I	ever	have	
been	able	to	be	a	part	of	the	church	camp	
family.	Church	camp	is	always	one	of	the	highlights	of	my	summer,	getting	to	
see	my	old	friends,	and	getting	the	opportunity	to	make	new	friends.	These	
are	the	few	of	many	ways	St.	Johns	has	affected	my	life.

I	have	grown	up	in	Mercer	School	District	my	whole	life.	I	have	been	
involved	with	soccer	for	my	entire	schooling	career.	Throughout	my	high	
school	career	I	have	been	able	to	play	at	the	varsity	level	and	letter	in	soccer	
as	a	sport	on	multiple	occasions.	The	soccer	team	has	won	a	district	title	and	
has	won	the	region	consecutively	for	four	years.	On	the	soccer	team	I	was	the	
varsity	goalie	and	was	named	the	number	one	goalie	in	the	district	for	my	
senior	year.	During	my	childhood	until	now	I	have	been	involved	in	the	Boy	
Scouts	of	America.	I	have	been	fortunate	enough	to	develop	skills	that	will	
help	me	for	the	rest	of	my	life.	I	have	also	achieved	the	rank	of	Eagle	Scout.	
Achieving	something	this	great	is	the	biggest	accomplishment	of	my	life	so	
far.	Scouting	has	not	only	taught	me	how	to	be	courteous	and	kind	but	how	to	
become	a	better	man.	

My	plans	for	after	school	are	to	attend	the	Penn	State	University.	While	
I	perform	my	study	there	I	will	be	majoring	in	Finance.	The	intended	job	I	
am	going	for	is	to	become	a	stock	broker	or	a	financial	advisor.	I	am	excited	
for	the	opportunities	coming	in	my	future.	I	know	I	will	be	able	to	make	new	
life-long	friends.	Being	a	part	of	the	St.	Johns	Church	has	been	an	amazing	
experience	and	I	am	thankful	to	know	that	no	matter	where	I	am	in	my	future	
I	will	always	have	a	church	like	ours	to	call	mine.

TREVOR FERENCE
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Thank You!
On behalf of ECW, we would like to thank everyone who 
attended or helped in any way with our 9th Mad Hatter’s Tea. It 
takes a lot of effort and planning to make such a beautiful setting 
for the tea. 

We would also like to thank our own “Pope” Ron Gracilla, who 
gave us some time out of his busy day to play us some music 
for our hat competition and our listening enjoyment.

The food as always was spectacular, tasty and fancy. And very 
last but not least to Frank O’Stafy and Bob Verholek for fixing the 
air conditioning just in the nick of time for our special event. 

Sabbatical (continued	from	page	2)

•	 Attending	the	Friends Around the Table Conference in Hong Kong at the 
beginning	of	October,	which	brings	together	prayer	leaders,	evangelists	
and	church	planters	from	throughout	the	world,	including	those	from	
Operation	Capital	City	in	Mexico.

•	 Attending	a	CREDO	Conference	at	the	end	of	October.		Eight-day	CREDO 
conferences	are	sponsored	by	the	Church	Pension	Fund	and	give	clergy	an	
opportunity	to	comprehensively	look	at	their	physical,	financial,	spiritual,	
and	vocational	health.	These	conferences	require	significant	preparation	
including	a	full	physical,	developing	a	personal	budget,	a	360-degree	
leadership	assessment,	and	other	preparations.

A	number	of	presenters	will	be	here	between	services	on	Sunday	mornings	
during	the	sabbatical	to	offer	presentations	on	topics	that	Father	Adam	will	
be	learning	about.		

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	feel	free	to	talk	with	Father	Adam	or	
Senior	Warden	Barb	Lipinski.

A Message From  
St. John’s Seniors... 

LILLIAN TRAMBLEY

Dear	Saint	John’s	Family,

I	was	a	seventh	grader	when	our	family	moved	here.		Yet	I	didn’t	feel	like	
a	stranger	here;	I	already	had	friends	at	St.	John’s	thanks	to	diocesan	camp.		
They,	and	the	whole	St.	John’s	family,	welcomed	me	with	open	arms.		Since	

that	time,	I	have	seen	St.	John’s	
from	lots	of	angles:		the	acolyte	
seats,	the	choir	loft,	the	sanctuary	
pews,	the	youth	room,	Allen	Hall,	
ECS	and,	of	course,	the	kitchen.		
This	church	feels	like	home	to	
me.		I	can	be	myself	here.		If	I	
am	having	a	bad	day,	I	don’t	have	
to	hide	it	here;	you	all	love	me	

through	it.		If	I	am	having	a	great	day,	you	all	celebrate	with	me.		I	will	always	
remember,	thanks	to	the	St.	John’s	family,	that	church	is	a	place	to	call	home.		
Thank	you	for	being	part	of	my	family.

Love,	Lillian
Lillian Trambley is graduating from Sharon High School and will be going on to 
major in Biochemistry at Case Western Reserve University.

Summer Services in the Sanctuary
This year, the vestry has decided to hold all our summer services at 
8:00 and 10:00 in the sanctuary. In the vestry discussion, people saw 
the value of air conditioned Allen Hall and of value the keeping them 
in the sanctuary. While not having a clear sense that one option is 
definitely better than the other, we decided to try upstairs this summer.
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General Convention
From	June	24	to	July	3,	the	Episcopal	Church’s	General	Convention	will	

meet	in	Salt	Lake	City,	Utah.	Father	Adam	is	one	of	our	Diocese’s	eight	
deputies	to	Convention,	which	meets	every	three	years.	This	Convention	will	
be	electing	a	new	Presiding	Bishop,	discussing	the	Church’s	understanding	of	
marriage	in	light	of	the	legalization	of	same-sex	marriage	in	numerous	states	
since	the	last	Convention,	and	looking	at	options	to	restructure	the	church	
more	effectively	for	mission.		

In	preparation	for	Convention,	a	group	of	deputies,	including	Father	
Adam,	have	prepared	some	resolutions	on	church	planting,	church	
revitalization,	and	church	restructuring.	Additionally,	they	issued	a	call	to	
the	church	that	more	than	100	others	have	also	signed.	They	call	the	church	
and	the	General	Convention	to	recommit	to	the	spiritual	disciplines	at	the	
core	of	our	common	life,	to	go	into	our	neighborhoods	boldly	with	church	
planters	and	church	revitalizers,	and	to	restructure	our	church	for	mission.		
Specifically,	the	church	in	general	is	being	called	to:

•	 Recommit	to	reading	scripture,	praying	daily,	gathering	weekly	for	
corporate	worship,	and	giving	for	the	spread	of	the	Kingdom,	knowing	
that	engaging	in	these	practices	brings	personal	and	corporate	
transformation; 

•	 Share	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	Christ	in	word	and	deed,	including	learning	
how	to	tell	the	story	of	how	Jesus	makes	a	difference	in	our	lives,	even	and	
especially	to	those	who	have	not	experienced	true	transformation;	

•	 Pray	and	fast	for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	add	day	by	day	to	those	who	come	
within	the	reach	of	Christ’s	saving	embrace;	

•	 Encounter	Jesus	Christ	through	loving	service	to	those	in	need	and	
through	seeking	justice	and	peace	among	all	people.	

Everyone	is	encouraged	to	commit	with	others	around	the	 
Episcopal	Church	to	these	disciplines.	If	you	are	interested	in	learning	 
more,	or	in	signing	on	to	this	call	to	the	church,	go	online	to	 
www.episcopalresurrection.org.

From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

It’s	hard	to	believe	that	Spring	has	ended	and	
now	Summer	embraces	us	all.

It’s	a	good	time	to	look	back	over	this	church	
year	and	thank	all	the	musicians,	artists,	dancers	and	vocalists	who	have	
shared	their	talent	and	spirit	with	us. 	If	you	see	a	choir	member,	do	thank	
them	for	continuing	to	practice	the	vocation	and	“make	a	joyful	noise	unto	
the	Lord”! 	It	truly	is	a	sacrifice	and	a	dedication.

As	the	heat	of	Summer	welcomes	us	all	to	lay	back	a	bit,	I’d	like	to	ask	
you	all	to	reflect	with	me. 	I	ask	you	to	consider	anyone	you	may	know,	
who	either	plays	an	instrument,	or	enjoys	singing,	but	who	may	not	have	
a	church	home. 	Have	you	thought	about	chatting	with	them,	or	even	
inviting	them	here	to	see	who	and	what	we	are?	I	urge	you	to	meditate	on	
this,	and	then	have	courage	and	ask	them!

Yours	in	Christ, Ron Gracilla

JOIN US JUNE 17th – Dinner and Presentation
The vestry wants to invite you to a picnic style supper and an 
important presentation on Wednesday, June 17th at 6:00pm.  
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided, along with some 
chips and drinks. Feel free to bring something else to share. 

Father Adam will make a presentation Where We Are and 
Where We Can Go. Based on his congregational study 
research, he will look at the challenges facing our congregations 
and pointing to some possible ways forward. We hope everyone 
will join us on June 17th!
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